‘Bullyproof’ Provides
Alternatives to Violence
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Long-term residents in Santa Fe's
Youth Development  Program
freely admit lousy choices landed
them behind hars,

*Monigue” is a case in point. The
19-yearold mother of two =aid she
e a string of lousy choices start-
ing with drug dealing as a sixth-
Eriasder,

“This eighth-grader came up to
e andd asked me i T wanted o sell
{drugs) to the elementary Kids," she
said “T said, 'Sure' He gave me a
quarter-pound of ot and told me
give hien the money at the end of the
woek. It wasn®t that hard to sell ot
‘ez all the kids knew me"

Drug zelling soon became small-
time — Monigue dropped her drug
trade and took up gun dealing and
doing drugs.

Gun =ales spmetimes brosght @
betwesn $1,000 and $2,000 a day.
They alao browght drive-by shoot-
ings that nearly killed ber and her
child. They brought a murder com
mitted by an “associate”™ during a
gun desl.

The irony of the entire situstion
was no one would have guessed
Manique dealt in the deadly world
of illegal gun sales.

“I had two personalities” she
said, "1 played basketball in high
school. Some college in Tennessee
wanted me te go there on a full
schalarship, [ chose to sell drugs
and guns over that 'cuz [ was mak-
ing & lot of money.”

New that shes been sentenced to
the Youlth Development Program,
Monique =aid she's wrying te leamn
how o make herter decisions,

She's getting help from Santa Fe's
Future WAVE program. Fulure
WAVE — Working for Altermafives
to Vislence through Entertainment
— brought fts “Bullvproof™ pro
gram to the Youth Development
Program in Movember to fesch the
residents mew wayvs of thinking
through storytelling, song, thearer
and art.

Bob Kanegis and Liz Mangueal
spend one day 4 week at the deten-
tion center sharing stories and
encouraging the residents to ialk
wibout their stories of violence and
different ways to approach vielent
situations. They use the 10 shields
of the Bullyproof program and the
animals whose images are on these
sheelds

Eqch shield is bosed on an animal
character whose nisme corresponds
with a letter in "Bullyprood.”™ For

He started drinking and dolng
trugs as well as committing crines
o pay for his addiction. The deink-
o@ and drugs kept him from think-
ng aboul the pain of his life at
10ME.

"1 had many attempis ot suicide,
but Gaod miust bave had a reason te
hul:-p me alive,™ he said,

Mo, with the help ol Kategis and
Mangual, “Taby 12 relurming 10 shos
sles Lo gel hiz life back on wrack.

TEACHING YOUTH TO MAKE BETTER CHOICES:
Left, Bob Kanegls and Liz Mangual of Future
WAVE brought the “Bullyproof” program to the
Santa Fe Youth Development program. The pro-
gram focuses on alternatives to vielence,

example, the character Brave Bust-
it Bear teaches residenis 1o be
brave enough to bust out from the
fighting trap — how to find alterna-
tives to  dealing with conflict
besides swinging fists.

For “LC."Y 8 X-pear-old from El
Pasn, it has taken & stay in the San-
ta Fe Youth Development Program
tor bust out of the fighting trap. He
=nid he was mad st the world and
caught up in a web of gangs, drugs,
alcotiol and violence

I wag in this gang, and thers was
always this pack of people wanting
io fighi anpiber pack of people”
JO gakd, YIS all abowk proving
who's boagg ber, During my past s
ple weeks here, ve been looking
hack and sesing hivw paldtless the
fighting 15 People die People get
hurt, 11 goees on and on and never
stops.”

Understanding Unicorn, anather
Bullyproof character, helps themn
understand what rmakes & bully
tich.

“Red Cloud," & 20-year-old from

Arizona. said he understands how

people can be pushed inta being bal-
lies.

“1 wasn't really a bully," he said.
“] was more the class clown. 1
talked a lot, and my mouth got me in
trouble, If I was pushed, I could be
violent, but the first thing [ want is
to he friends with evervone, But if

“T'vee been working on my vocah-
ulary and wr.il!jl:'lh" short stories,” he
said, *T'hat's whar [ like to work on
Stories give more meaning to life
Flruations.”

As for Monilguee, she's taking what
she's learning with the help of the
Bullyproul program to create a new
life for herself and her two dawgh-
tera. She wants to puTsue a carser
in the high-tech industry and to pit
her life of puns and violence behind
her farever

“Thes're teaching mie b To can

penple want 1o be violent with me, 1
can g lo that level also.”

Picturing Porpolse asks the resk
dents o pichare their own happy
ending. Nineteen-vear-old “C* said
he hopes his life has a happier end-
ing than in the past nine years.

His meothker and father were dead
by the time he was 10. His grand-
mother raiscd him, but he spent all
his time out “doing his own thing.™
That led te drugs, violence and time
il the detention center.

"Hobh (Kanegis) told us a story
recently aboat how life is a jour-
ney,” e said, "It made a Lot of sense
ns four as how we got through life to
gel to our destination. I can see how
it relates 1w other people, too Peo
ple are going through their owm
problems, and there are other peo-
ple going through the same strug
ghes s | am.”

I oadded that TThe slorpes
they're telling make me look inie
myself and wha 1 am. They shve
me how to make decisions benber. [
think when I'm Faced with a stiua
tiom ggain, 'l think kack fo the sto
ries they told and will handle it bet-
ter.”

“Toby" was raised on the stories
of the Mavajo people, but they
couldn't stop him from hitting the
skids when his fomily started
falling apart. His brother died in a
car accident. His parents divoreed.

el my anger," she said. “Theyrc
teaching me deterrents to crimingl
thanking. Before [ start thinking of
doing a crime, I think aboot the con-
sequence. | never did that before. |
ju:ﬂ wanted the money, and I didn
think of the unsequences,

"I don’t want my girls to turm out
like e [ ran with seme crazy peo-
ple. I've seen too much, T should
have been out buying ice cream
caones rather than hanging aat with
mafis dudes. The hardest thing is
Bring to Be getfing reintegrated
inte society, but | think this prm-
gram will help me do i1."



